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A future without 
credit card debt is 
not out of reach.

Begin your journey in shortening the time it takes to pay off your credit 
card debt and lowering the total amount you owe with Astrive’s debt 

relief program.

Estimates are based on prior results, which will vary depending on your specific enrolled creditors and your individual program terms. Not all clients are able to complete 
their program for various reasons, including their ability to save sufficient funds. There is no guarantee that your debts will be resolved for a specific amount or percentage 
or within a specific period of time. We do not assume your debts, make monthly payments to creditors or provide tax, bankruptcy, accounting or legal advice or credit repair 
services. Debt relief services are not available in all states, including New Jersey, and fees may vary from state to state. Please contact a tax professional to discuss potential 
tax consequences of less than full balance debt resolution. Read and understand all program materials prior to enrollment. The use of debt settlement services will likely 
adversely affect your creditworthiness, may result in you being subject to collections or being sued by creditors or collectors and may increase the outstanding balances of 
your enrolled accounts due to the accrual of fees and interest. However, negotiated settlements obtained on your behalf resolve the entire account, including all accrued fees 
and interest. C.P.D. Reg. No. T.S.12-03825.

806-310-6131
CONTACT US TODAY TO START GETTING BACK TO THE DEBT-FREE FUTURE YOU DESERVE.

Getting started with Astrive is simple.

Contact us for a free, no-obligation consultation.

We could design a cost-effective strategy that suits you.

Minimum payments could help reduce debt and get you back to living.
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Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
amarillo.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in
the bonus sections. Check it out today!

The Amarillo Zoo showcased its new-
est resident, a 2-year-old Red Kangaroo
named Ike, Friday morning in Amarillo. 

Ike was acquired from the Ringtail
Ranch Lemur Rescue in Lubbock to join
the zoo's other Red Kangaroo, a 13-year-
old named Mikey, who has resided in
the zoo since 2011. Ike was with the res-
cue for about a year before the Amarillo

Zoo was contacted to give him a perma-
nent home. 

The Red Kangaroo is the largest of
Australia’s native marsupials. The adult
male of the species can grow to about 5
foot, 10 inches tall on its hind legs and
weigh about 200 pounds. Adult male
leaping ability can reach 26 feet, with a
brief running speed of up to 40 miles per
hour. 

Amarillo Zoo Curator Berkeley Hil-
liard spoke about the zoo’s newest addi-
tion and acclimating him to its longtime

resident kangaroo. 
“With any animal introduction,

there is always a concern about wheth-
er they will interact with another ani-
mal of their species; the biggest thing
is to keep the new animal calm and col-
lected,” Hilliard said. 

She said that when they first get an
animal, they quarantine them for a
month before placing the animals sep-
arate in close proximity, so they get 

Amarillo Zoo Curator Berkeley Hilliard interacts with the zoo’s newest addition, Ike, a Red Kangaroo on Friday.
MICHAEL CUVIELLO/AMARILLO GLOBE-NEWS

See KANGAROO, Page 3A

In 2023, Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration agents in Lubbock and
Amarillo seized over 21,000 lethal dos-
es of fentanyl. That number so far in
2024, as of early June, was over
29,000 lethal doses of fentanyl seized
by DEA agents.

"Fentanyl pills and the organiza-
tions that traffic them have been iden-
tified through every corner of West
Texas and the Panhandle," said Eduar-
do Chávez, special agent in charge of
DEA's Dallas Field Division.

The grim and lethal reality of the
impact fentanyl has on West Texas
and the nation was emphasized at a
DEA news conference recently in Lub-
bock.

Words like "poison" and "equalizer"
were used by Chávez and several U.S.
Attorneys for Texas and Oklahoma to
describe fentanyl.

"It does not discriminate," Chávez
said. "It does not see race or gender or
whether you live in a gated community
or public housing. It does not show
grace to somebody who just wants to
try it for the first time versus another
who maybe has struggled with addic-
tion for years. There is no such thing
with this drug as experimentation."

For context, Chávez said an ordi-
nary sugar packet one might pour into
their coffee is equivalent to over 500
lethal doses of fentanyl.

U.S. Attorney Leigha Simonton of
the Northern District of Texas said
fentanyl is the biggest drug threat her 

One pill
can kill
DEA officials discuss
impact of fentanyl in
Lubbock, Amarillo
Mateo Rosiles
Amarillo Globe-News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FENTANYL, Page 2A

Nick and Melissa Long had to wrap
up the vacation at their Ruidoso cabin a
little early this week.

"I could just stand in front of the ga-
rage and look up and see unbelievable
smoke barreling," Nick said.

The retired Lubbock couple has
owned a cabin in the Upper Canyon
area on the western edge of Ruidoso,
New Mexico since 2021, and they spend
about three months out of each year
there in the popular resort town.

"When you drive around in the eve-
ning, people just wave at you, and
they're just out there talking, drinking
iced tea or having a beer," Nick said.
"Every cabin has a story to it."

But after the South Fork Fire broke
out Monday, Nick wasn't sure if their
home-away-from-home was still
standing.

Lubbock couple recounts harrowing
evacuation from Ruidoso fire
Alex Driggars
Amarillo Globe-News

USA TODAY NETWORK

2-year-old Red Kangaroo
added to Amarillo Zoo
Michael Cuviello
Amarillo Globe-News

USA TODAY NETWORK

Nick Long points out his Ruidoso cabin on a map as his wife Melissa looks on
Tuesday in the couple’s Lubbock home. ALEX DRIGGARS/AVALANCHE-JOURNALSee FIRE, Page 3A
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vulnerable

(adj.): VUL-nuh-ruh-bul

Definition: capable of being physically
or emotionally wounded; open to
attack or damage - assailable; liable to
increased penalties but entitled to
increased bonuses after winning a
game in contract bridge

Example: “A pilot study found the area
is particularly vulnerable to dangerous
temperatures. The study found an
abundance of asphalt and concrete,
coupled with a lack of greenery, was
leading to an urban heat island effect,
which traps heat and can ratchet up
temperatures more than 10 degrees.”
— Michaela Mulligan, The Tampa Bay
(Florida) Times, April 19, 2024

WORD OF THE DAY

Today is Monday, June 24, the 176th
day of 2024. There are 190 days left in
the year. On this date in:

1833: Destined for an overhaul
spurred by Oliver Wendell Holmes’
1830 poem, “Old Ironsides,” the wood-
en-hulled heavy frigate USS Constitu-
tion became the first ship to enter the
new dry dock at Charlestown Navy
Yard near Boston.

1922: The National Football League
became the new name for the former
American Professional Football Asso-
ciation. Owners of over 20 teams met
in Cleveland, where they also banned
active college players from NFL teams.

1936: Mary McLeod Bethune, founder-
president of Bethune-Cookman Col-
lege, was named director of Negro
Affairs of the National Youth Admini-
stration. She was the first Black wom-
an to receive a major appointment
from the federal government. The
educator held the post until Jan. 1,
1944.

1949: NBC aired the first western TV
show, “Hopalong Cassidy,” which fea-
tured actor William Boyd as Cassidy.
Boyd, who also had played the charac-
ter in feature films, bought the rights
to the movies, which were edited to
be 30-minute episodes for the first
two seasons of the series. Boyd’s
company then made 40 new episodes
specifically for TV that were the third
and fourth seasons.

1989: Garth Brooks made his Grand
Ole Opry debut about two months
after the release of his self-titled first
album. A year after his Opry debut,
singer-comedian Johnny Russell in-
ducted him into the Opry.

2004: The New York Court of Appeals
ruled the death penalty to be uncon-
stitutional within the state.

2007: Iraqi Gen. Ali Hassan al-Majid,
aka “Chemical Ali,” received his first
death sentence for genocidal crimes
against humanity that included the
use of chemical weapons. A cousin of
the country’s longtime dictator Sad-
dam Hussein, al-Majid was hanged
after a fourth trial and death sentence
in 2010. Al-Majid carried out Hussein’s
orders that killed tens of thousands of
Kurdish people in the 1980s and
1990s, with one estimate up to
100,000 in 1988 alone.

2020: Data from 300 of the largest
U.S. cities found no evidence of a
COVID-19 spike in the weeks after
protests spurred by the deaths of
George Floyd and Breonna Taylor
started. Researchers found social
distancing behaviors increased as
people tried to avoid the protests.

– Charlie White, USA TODAY Network

TODAY IN HISTORY
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806-376-5881.

Contact us
Customer Service .............................................................................. 806-376-5881
Newsroom ....................................................................... newmedia@amarillo.com
Advertising .......................................................................................... 844-994-0712
Obituaries .......................................................................... amarillo.com/obituaries
Classifieds ......................................................................... classifieds.amarillo.com

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at
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"There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest
for the people of God." (Hebrews 4:9)

VERSE OF THE DAY

*Valid only for new product replacement customers who purchase products and have them installed through Zintex Remodeling. Not valid 
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Expires 6/30/2024.
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office has seen and is working diligently
to combat it. 

"Our office will not quit until we have
rid the streets in Lubbock, in the Pan-
handle, in Amarillo of the scourge that
is fentanyl."

While all of the attorneys said they
are united in their efforts to stop people
from dying from fentanyl, U.S. Attorney
Clint Johnson of the Northern District
of Oklahoma said it's not something the
judicial system and law enforcement
can combat on their own.

"We cannot litigate and arrest our-
selves out of this existential threat we
have to all of our communities," John-
son said. "It is going to take not only a
whole of government approach, but a
whole of community approach to make
sure that we educate and make sure
that others know about this poison."

To do that, the conversation must
start at home with parents and guard-
ians talking to kids. Since pills have an
innocent connotation to being every-
where and people taking them to feel
better, both Chávez and Simonton said
people must be vigilant and talk to kids
about taking pills from others due to not
knowing if the pill has been laced with
fentanyl.

"Tell your kids, tell everyone you
know, do not take a pill unless it came
from a pharmacy and was prescribed by
a doctor," Simonton said. "Don't take
one from your friends. Don't take one
from a dealer. Don't take one from any-
one because it very likely will kill you or
get you addicted."

While fentanyl is a legal drug hospi-
tals can administer, Chávez said when
it comes to it being sold on the streets,
there is no quality control over it. 

"Fentanyl is an equalizer when it
comes to the devastation that it can
reap because of the milligram amount
—that is literally the difference between
life and death," Chávez said. "It can be
devastating for somebody who just
might want to try half. There is no qual-
ity control, and pills made in clandes-
tine laboratories. There is no half of a
pill the way we might think of a normal
pharmaceutical drug."

The DEA operates the One Pill Can
Kill program to educate the public.
Johnson said that while the slogan
might be "cute," it's the truth. 

"Often in narcotics cases, when we
have somebody that dies, we speak of it
as an overdose. That is not the case
with fentanyl," Johnson said. "Fentanyl
is a poison."

Fentanyl affects not only the one
who is taking it but also the family
members of that individual, especially
if someone dies. U.S. Attorney Bob
Troester of the Western District of
Oklahoma apologized to those families
who have lost loved ones to fentanyl but
said everyone is united to prevent an-
other death from occurring.

"Federal law enforcement, federal
prosecutors, state local law enforce-
ment and state prosecutors are united
to stop further families from suffering
the pain that you suffered," Troester
said. "We are united in the mission to
take the powers of this poison and put
them in prison where they need to be
for harming our communities."

Resources

If you or a loved one are struggling
with drug addiction, here is a list of lo-
cal resources to reach out to get help:

h The Ranch at Dove Tree — call
855-337-4626 or visit ranchatdovetree-
.com.

h Prevention Resource Centers —
call 806-775-2933 or visit prcone.org.

h Hub City Outreach Center — call
806-701-1687 or visit hubcityoutreach-
center.org.

h CENIKOR Amarillo — visit
www.cenikor.org/locations/amarillo-
texas.

Fentanyl
Continued from Page 1A

DEA Dallas special agent in charge Eduardo Chávez speaks about the national
fentanyl crisis and the organization’s “One Pill Can Kill” campaign, June 12, at
the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center.
PHOTOS BY ANNIE RICE/ LUBBOCK AVALANCHE-JOURNAL
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Northern
District of
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Simonton
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the national
fentanyl crisis,
June 12, at the
Texas Tech
University
Health
Sciences
Center.


